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Forests in Austria
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Alien Plants in Austria

1.110 
neophytic vascular plant species

In forests
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Non-invasive alien plants in forests

Acer tataricum
Tatarischer Steppen-Ahorn

Bidens frondosa
Schwarzfrüchtiger Zweizahn

Aesculus hippocastanum 
Gewöhnliche Rosskastanie

Telekia speciosa
Gewöhnliche Telekie
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Management of Non-Native Trees in Urban, 
Peri-Urban and Forest Ecosystems in the Alpine Region

c

• In total 526 NNT are 
currently growing in forests 
and urban areas in the 
Alpine Space

• 67% are currently being 
cultivated exclusively in 
cities

• Most NNT  from  Asia (248, 
i.e. 53%),  North America 
(180, i.e. 39%) 
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Management of Non-Native Trees in Urban, 
Peri-Urban and Forest Ecosystems in the Alpine Region

c
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Invasive Alien Plants
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15 stepping stones

47+13 stepping stones

371 stepping stones

The result after 4 years of stepping stones

446 stepping stones 1.275 ha
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Spread of invasive alien plant species in Austrian forests

https://www.life-traisen.at/en/news

üWaldgesellschaften (Willner et al. 2007)
üAm Bespiel der Naturwaldreservate
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Spread of invasive alien plant species in Austrian forests

Differences in invasion across woodland habitats.
(Wagner et al.2017) Diversity and Distributions 23: 969–981
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Alien plants in Austrian forests
Impatiens glandulifera
Drüsiges Springkraut
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Impatiens parviflora
Kleines Springkraut

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Reynoutria spp.
Staudenknöterich

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Reynoutria spp.
Staudenknöterich

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Heracleum mantegazzianum
Riesen-Bärenklau, 
Herkulesstaude

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Ailanthus altissima
Götterbaum

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Invasive Neophyten im Wald
Ailanthus altissima
Götterbaum

Injection of fungal pathogens of the 
genus Verticillium
Fungal spore suspension with a 
concentration of 1 x 10⁶ conidia per 
milliliter (AILANTEX).
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Ailanthus altissima
Götterbaum

Alien plants in Austrian forests
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Focus: Early warning & 
Detection



20

BILDUNG
FORSCHUNG
WALD

Amorpha fruticosa
Bastardindigo
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Early detection

Lapin & Dydersky (2024) Expanding Range of the Invasive Shrub Amorpha fruticosa under Changing Climate, 
journal Regional Environmental Change;

• Species distribution models are of immense value when it comes to 
identifying potential risks posed by non-native plants in the early stages 
of invasion.

• SDMs for mapping the invasion risk of non-native plants depend on the 
quality and quantity of occurrence data.
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Potential invasive Alien species in future

Lapin & Dydersky (in Prep): From Risk to Regulation: Climate-Sensitive Species Distribution Modelling of Invasive Alien Plants to Support the Updating of the Union List under Regulation (EU) 1143/2014

https://www.life-traisen.at/en/news

Broussonetia papyrifera
Papiermaulbeerbaum
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Potential invasive Alien species in future

Lapin & Dydersky (in Prep): From Risk to Regulation: Climate-Sensitive Species Distribution Modelling of Invasive Alien Plants to Support the Updating of the Union List under Regulation (EU) 1143/2014

https://www.life-traisen.at/en/news

Tradescantia fluminensis
Rio-Dreimasterblume
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Potential invasive Alien species in future

https://www.life-traisen.at/en/news

Cortaderia selloana
Pampas Grass
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Outlook
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Lapin, K., Hoffmann, J., et al. (2025): Motivation, Challenges, and Perspectives of 
Practitioners on Forest Restoration across Seven European Countries

Key for Invasive Alien Plant Management 
Forest Restoration & Alien Plants
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Key for Invasive Alien Plant Management 
Pathway Identification & Public Communication
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